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]Fom EXAMPLE, AS FAR BACK

AS 700 B8.C., THE ASsYRIAN GOVERN-
MENT WAS RAKING OFF A PERCENTACE
OF ALL PROFITS FRoM THE SALE OF
WINE, TIiMBER, AND SLANES. THIS
DIDN™T SIT WwWELL WITH THE TAXPAYERS,
WHO CHOPPED UP ONE TAX MAN AND
RAN HIS PARTNER o©UT OF TownN.

WHAT ARE

THEY THRowWING
AT Him 7

PIECES OF THE
LAST guy If

THAT

THE EGYPTIANS WERE EQUALLY
CUVILIZED: THEY TURNED OVER A
FLAT ONE-SIXTH OF ALL THEIR
PRODUCE TO THE TAX-COLLECTOR
—OR ELSE FACED UNPLEASANT
CONSEQUENCES, LIKE BEING
DRAWN AND QUARTERED. .,

1S WHY
CUR MATHEMATICIANS
INVENTED Vé.’
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FrROM THE TIME OF CAESAR AUGUSTUS

(27 B.C. —14 A.D.) ALL SUBTECTS
OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE WERE

OBLIGED TO PAY A PERSONAL

TAX IN COIN OR IN

PRODULCE. LANDOWNERS
PAID A PROPERTY Tax

AS WELL.

THE SI1ZE OF THE

CONTRIBUTION DE-
PENDED ON THE
TAXPAYER'S TRADE

OR OCCUPATION AND

FILING A RETURN,
THESE ROMAN NUMERALS
ARE MURDER?

ON THE ASSESSED
HM... WHAT IS VALLE OF Tis
XVI PERCENT OF PROPERTY.
mpcivi?

LATER, DURING THE MIDDLE AGES, IT WAS A RARE FARMER OR ARTISAN
WHO DIDN'T HAVE TO CONTRIBUTE A SHARE OF HIS EARNINGS TO ONE
NOBLEMAN OR ANOTHER.

IT'S FER PROTECTION *

YEAR ?Tgﬁo's SUPPOSED TO @ r, o
PROTECT Mg A

FROM You? r/f;{ TN

@Q’? (2 3 "hf
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The DiscovERy oF
AMERICA \WAS NOT ALl
GOOD NEWS To
TAXPAYERS.

WITNESS THE FoLlLowiNg
CHAIN oF EVENTS/

—'

O~ Ocr 12, 1492 ColL.UMBUS
FAILED To DISCOVER INDIA.
STl-L, THE TRIP WAS

~NoT A TOTAL Less, as
SUBSEQUENT EXPLORERS
MANAGED To sHIP HULGE
AMOUNTS of SILVER

Back TOo EuRcePE,

THE iNFLUX oF NEW
COINAGE CAULSED A

ITEADY DECLINE IN
CLRRENCY VALLES,

A= prices Ros
FAT CaT KING
LIVING OoN FIXE
INCOMES BEGA

Te FEEL THE

OTHERWISE
KNOWN AS, ..
INFLATION ?

f

GQUEEZE: THE
AME ApMOuHT
fﬁoc‘ casH FouGHT
\lA LOoT LESS
GROCERIES .

-

A

~ .‘// O
ST
: i\} \

Faceo vwiTH
OEPLETED
TREASURIES aAamD
EXPENTSIVE
COLONIAL \WwWARS
To f-‘-‘fGHT';
RILERS RESORTED

T THE CcLASS|C
T ECHNIQUE:

NEW AND H :

HIGHER
You - KNOW




IN THE YEARS THAT FOLLOWED, TAX-RELATED CR(SES TOPPLED SEVERAL
GOVERNMENTS AND SEVERELY DAMAGED A NUMBER OF OTHERS.

N BUT NOBOPY HAD MORE TAX HEADACHES THAN BRITAINS
) GEORGE IF: IN ORDER TO COLLECT ADDITIONAL REVENUE
3., FROM THE THRIVING AMERICAL COLOMIES, GEORGE
1] AND THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT PASSED A SERIES OF
s/ TAK LAWS I8 THE 1760'5. THESE REQUIRED YANKEE
N MERCHANTS TO PAY DUTY ON CERTAIN IMPORTED GOODS:
"\ SUGAR, PAPER, TAINT, LEAD, AND TEA, TO NAME A FEW.

UNFORTUNATELY FOR GEORGE, THE COLONISTS HAD OTHER IDEAS. [HE MESSAGE
THAT CAME BACK FROM BOSTON WAS:
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By 1773 Sam
ADAMS, Tom PAINE

& co. map ForRceD
GECRGE To

REPEAL ALL
THESE TAXES.,..
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TrHe TEa rax,
KEPT As A
SymBol oF BrimisH
CoNTRoL, So RILED
THE YANKS THAT
THEY PUT orv WAR
PAINT AND FEATHERS
ANDO LOBBED 342
KEGS oF TEA :
INTo THE RosTonN
HARBoRR . !

THaT WAS THE

LAST oF GEORGE’s
L.s. FuNC- v
RAISING , :

In 175971 ALEXANDER.
HAM LT oN (FIRST
SECRETARY o©oF THE
TREASURY ) HIRED
THE REPLBLIC)S FIRST
7AXx ColLlLEcTORS.

e
g A HUMAN s Going
C “/-LA-L_ Tﬂ’ HERE /
\—//-\__’\;/:.
n L

=
.n.-ocnu-t--o..--'o....-‘-g-.,
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Once FrEE oF EnNGLISH RuLE, {
THE COLCNISTS INVENTED THEIR
OWN TAX HEADACHES. AT
FIRST, THEY EXPLICITLY
REFUSED THE CoNnTINENTAL
CoNGRESS THE Powé&R TO
TAX, BuT WHEN A NATtONAL
LoTTERY AND OTHER MONEY -
RAISING SCHEMES FAILED To
BRING IN SUFFICIENT REVENUES,
THE FouNDING FATHERS
RELULCTANTLY INCLUDED THES
FoLbtowiNG i~ THE ConsTITuTION 3
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The power o Loy
ana colfect Lzxes,
Aeclies > 401//6' ofZ5, @rz
Ceegfes, o
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THE‘/ SOON HAD THEIR HANDS FULL. FACED WITH MUSHROOMING MILITARY
AND ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES, THE GOVERNMENT HEAPED ON NEW
EXCISE TAXES WHICH PROVED TO BE EASIER TO LEGISLATE THAN TO COLLECT.

ON SLAVES,

(o=

It

[N OWO AND PENNSYLVANIA THE WHISKEY EXCISE LEFT A DOZEN TAX
COLLECTORS IN TAR AND FEATHERS AND DROVE 5000 ANGRY FARMERS
INTO OPEN REVOLT.,

I GUESS THIS TAX WAS
TOO HARD To SWALLOW 2

you SpouL? Try
THEIR WRISKEY’
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THE “WHISKEY REBELLION"
WAS QUICKLY CRUSHED...

<y 2

L =

Bu-r' THE FARMNMERS HaAp THE LAST LALGH:

I~ 1I8BO0O THomMAS
J EFFERSON BECAME o

PRESIDENT arD ) l'r‘ FALLS EXCLUSIVELY
PRomPTLY REPLACED oN THE RICH ... I
THE EXgisES wWiTH FACT, THE PooRr mMAN
A SERIES oF IN T HIS CoUMNTRY
TARIEFS Wil CH WHO ULSES NOTHING
TAXED MPoRTEP BUT “wWHAaT IS
Gooros, RATHER MADE (N HIS FARM
THiAN DomegsTIC SR FAMILY, OR
PRopULCTS. WITHI~n THE
U.S., PAYys NoT
A FARTHING ofF
TAX To THE

AN CUTSFOKEN
CRIT I OF

wAsSTEFLDL GovERN- CENERA L.
MENT SPENDING, GCovEeERNMEN T,
JEFFERSON e

FAVORED THE

TARIFE

FEcALSE



For TrHe ~wex+ QO
YEARS, TAXATION “WAS
A MINOR  ISSLE,

BY IMPOSING HEAVY
TAXES ON IMPORTED
Gooos, THE GoOvERN-:
MENT MANAGED

TO KEEP ITS
COFFERS FO L

WITHOUT HITTING
THE AVERAGE CITIZEN

HARD,

Too

£S89 H 3L A8 8 3533238 F 4F98 4 3488 & p 48888743

In sHorRT MosT
PECPLE PAID
VERY LITTLE
IN TAXES

Sl

R R L A E R R T L E TR Y T T S ™

AN incomME TAX, INSTITOTED
N 1861 1o HeLP
FINANCE THE CiviLe

WAR , AFFECTED orNLY
TIHOSE WITH ANNOAL

INCOMES oOVER 5600.
ONE ™MAN N
A HuNnDree !

WA

T
S

N

N (522
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| was ReEPsaALED AS
SO0~ AS THE wAR
ENDED | AND CoNGRESS
Even RETURNED THE
LEFT-OVER MONEY To
-HE STAaTES '!'/

\ AND GoT

\ NERY LITTLE
I~N RETULRAN.

g“ e T




THE BENEFITS
WENT TOTHE RICHY

Tre TariFrF
SYSTEM LookKegD
LIKE & PAINLESS
WwWAY TO RAISE
REVENLE, BuT
B8y 1890 T
HAD BECOME A
CENTER OF
CONTROVERSY.

ORriGiINALLY DESIGNED T
HELP INFANT AMERICAN
INDOSTRY GET A FooTHOLD
IN THE MARKETPLACE, THE
TARIFFS HAD WORKED
WELL ,.. SO WELL T HAT
WITHIN A Fayw YEARS A
HANDFOUL oF NORTHERN
BusINESSMEN — KNOMWN
AFFECTIONATELY AS THE
Ro8BER BARONS— HAD
MANSGED To GAIN NEARLY 7~
COMPLETE ConNTROL oF /, / ﬁ
THE BoorMiNG U. S, '
EConNomy.

rr’ Like To T wr~N

8RISTLE'S, 8Looo E.cwe‘s;
AND THE INSIDES AnND
OUTSIDES oFf Filgs AND y
BUuLLOCKS INTO REVEN‘UE./

"THE PuaLic
BE DAMNED /' *

T.P. mMoRGAN
A. CARNEGIE P.D. ARMOUR

TD. ROCKEFELLER *wW.H. VANDERBILT S, M Duex
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Anxicous

Teo BREAK Bi!G BusinEsSSs’ STRANGLEHOLD

ON THE GOVERNMENT, OPPONENTS oF TH& RoBBER
BARONS camME OP wirmH A RADICALLY
DIFFERENT APPROACH —TO FUND-RAISING:

THE IDEA WAS NOTHING
NEW. FOR YEARS, ANTI -
TARIFF FORCES HAP
FOUGHT T© GET AN
INCOME TAX THROUGH
CONGRESS.

I caAN’T HEAR
WITHOUT SomE
Coin I THE

6u-r' WITHOUT MONEY
OR INFLLENCE

THEY HAD FAILED
MISERABLY.

@2
X Mirs. MarY LEASE,
Q POPLLIST LEADER, SAYS!
=
w RAISE LESS
&y [ corNn anD / ;
MORE e
T \HeLr ! ) =X UL &
w ] §
w
w
D
@
ok
v
A
By 1890, A pPoweERFUL
b4 GRASS- ROOTS ALLIANCE
A OF FARMERS \WORKERS,
AND SMALL BUSINESS -
@ MEN — THE PoPULIST
&3 MOVEMENT — HAD EMERGED
& N THE SOUTH AND
VwEST. THE INCOME
R TAX HAD |T5s FIRST
<& OPPORTLMNITY.
Q rl
P 2

—
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By 1894 Tre
PoPOLISTS WERE
CLOSING IIN. A
BiLL. CAME
BEFORE CoNGRESS
PROPOSING :

A 2% TAX o~
ALL INCOMES
(CoRPORATE oR
INDIN 1 DUAL.)

ovER #4000. J

OPPONENTS oF THE

BiLl. PREDICTEL DIRE
CONSEQUENCES
FOR THE NATION,

THE INCOME TAX
(THEY ARGUED)
WOULD criPPLE

WALL STREET,

PENALIZE THE INDUSTRIOUS, /“vriat HOGE
ENCOURAGE FRAUD, AND APE IS DESTROYING J
DRIVE THE WEqu-ly wm_;.. S'F"EEE.'T‘ y__)

QUT CF THE COUHTR}/

G-')
Russm — AHD SQU=EZ:NG THaAT
755‘-’5'9‘ SMAL-I- BUSINESSMAN DRY !/

WOULDN'T You LIKE To
HELP CARRY THE

OH,NOTRANK Your

Not SO, 544D THE POPULISTS;
THE NEW PLAN WAS JUST

A MODEST ATTEMPT TO
SRIFT THE TAx BURDEN
FROM THE POOR TO

THE RICH.
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FOR OVER A DECADE THE BATTLE RAGED THROUGH THE COURTS AND CONGRESS.
FINALLY, IN 1909, POPULAR OPINION TIPPED THE SCALES, AND CONGRESS

PASSED THE /6t AMENDMENT

TS THE CoONSTITUTION, OVER-
RULING THE SuPREME
CoVRT AND EMPOWERING
S THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
ONCE ANDP FOR ALL.

T TAX PERSONAL AND
CORPORATE INCOME /

\

.~

For ALL THE CLamoRr
ATTENDING ITS BIRTH,
THE INCOME Tax PROVED
A HARMLESS INFANT:
FIRST, THERE WAS NO TAX
AT ALL ON INCOMES UP To
#3000, A HUGE SUM IN
THOSE DAY, SECOND,
TRE RATES WERE 50 Low
THAT EVEN THOSE WHO
DID HAVE TO PAY HARDLY
FELT THE STING.

> SIGH ¢

I MISS THE '
GOOD OLD Days? Tax RaTES or 1909

1% or 420,000
47 o #100,000

-~

L,
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ﬁHE FUTURE LCOKED BRIGHT : THE GOVERNMENT HAD
ITS REVENUE, THE RICIH WERE OFF THE HoOK FOR A
TINY FRACTION OF INCOME, AND THE PooR PAID
NOTHING AT ALL.

AND S0 THE STory MIGHT HAVE ENDED, BUT FOR
ONE FORGOTTEN DETAIL :




Q/fkf/ 19457 TAXES WERE REDUCED To PEACE-TIME

[ [~ C

//‘\@ _fr;-us 1S WHIAT HAPPENEDD ‘?Z%-
X =
{3 ;{S IS13: TAXES AMOUNTED TO T

‘( ALMOST NOTHING. ‘ ==

19]'T: TAXES SkKYROCKETED
AS AMERICA ENTERED & b3 o
WORLD WAR T, :

191G: WHEN TIHE WAR ENDED,
RATES DROPPED, BUT
NOT FAR AND NOT
FOR LONG-

;741.- WORLEL waRR L. TAX
RATES AGA/N ROSE
T RECORD HEIGHTS,

]

¥ LEVELS. THIS LOOKED LIKE THE END,
j {- BUT PROVED To BE oNLY THE INTERMISS/on!
2 11

1950 THE KOREAN "CONFLICT | TAXES AGA/N
CLIMBED —THIS TIME FOR §GOOD.
= 1 2

15



ACTER KOREA, SOMETHING WENT WRONG, EXTRAVAGANT
WARTIME SFENDING HABITS PROVED HARD TO SHAKE,

AND THE EXPECTED PROP IN TAX RATES NEVER MATERIALIZED,
THE REASON : A NEW KIND ©F MNON-PEACE RNOWN AS

... THE COL.D WAR..

KEeePINnG Even wiTH INAN MEANT A STEADY ESCALATION OF
THE ARMS RACE, BEEFEDP- DP MILITARY BASES AROULND
THE WORLD, AND A TRILLION DOLLARS’ WORTH®*OF
OBSOLETE WEAPONS/

WALLORDING TO SEN, STLART SymiNGToN

z )

AND MIRACULOUSLY, THE TAXPAYERS WENT
ALONG WITH HARPL\/ A WHIMPER, EVEN

WHEN OLIR SPENDING IN VIETNAM
REACHED $30 BILLION A YEAR.

JUST MAKE
CHECKS PAYABLE
T0 LOCKHEEP

AL THIS wWAS
DONE IN THE
NAME OF
“MILITARY
PREPAREDANESS/,

_ ;

PR RFDB G HBHCRECHD BDD
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) ‘
NON -MILITARY SPENDING .

g m

=y STARTING WITH
) ED.R. AND THE
N - NEW DEAL,
. FEDERAL FUNDS

WERE POLRED [NTO
HEALTH, EDUCATION,
AND WELFARE IN
EVER - INCREASING
AMOUNTS.

[

MEerwHILE, BETWEEN WARS, THE GOVERNMENT WAS ALSO STEPPING UP

Now, SoME MODERN MATH:

START WITH $120 BILLION FOR
DEFENSE Y

ADpp 432 BILLION FOR HEALTH CARE,
ANOTHER #19  BILLION FOR EDUCATION,
AND SOGAL SERVICES, APD A FEW MORE
BILLIONS FOR GOOD MEASURE.-:

AND WHAT HAVE YOU GOT?

FOR ANOTHER
ANSWER, TURN
+HE PAGE!




YOU'\/E GOT A FEDERAL
BUDGET SWOLLER IN 1976
To 375 BILLION DOLLARS

AND STILL GROWING... —..—u-_...,
T S
\\‘
!
( THEY OUGHTA f
CMLITTHE
“CAN'T-BUPGE-IT”

re
i

TD COME UP WITH THIS MONUMENTAL- SUM EVERY YEAR, THE U.S. GOVERNMENT USES
A VARIETY OF FUND-RAISING METHODS . BUT WHILE EVERYONE AGREES ON THE NEED
FOR TAXES, ALMOST NO ONE AGREES ON THE MUCH MORE COMPLICATED QUESTION:

TICTT
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